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Create Your Application

This document will guide you through creating and submitting a program application with DECAL
Scholars.

1 Before starting a new program application, please ensure you have created a
profile or updated your existing one. To create a new profile, click “Log In” at
the top right of the DECAL Scholars website, then select “Don’t have an
account?” and follow the prompts. To update an existing profile, click
“Forgot Password?” and follow the steps to reset your password.

Unlock your
potential

[Exdleee pregiams

Georgla's premier program supporting early childhood educators to remain
committed to the profession and achieve their career goals.

Explore our programs
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2 Use the dark blue menu bar to navigate to the program page for the program
you wish to apply for. After reviewing the eligibility requirements on the
webpage, click “Apply Now” to begin your application.

COA Schalarships

Incentives

Georgia's program that rewards early childhood educators with an annual payment who have recently

eamed a credential or degree in early childhood education

In 2024, you can apply to receive an annual payment (with a degree or credential - o
eamed in the past 5 years in an early childhood education program of study) in the - LA Apply now i
following amounts:
« For remaining 1-3 years with your cument employer: $1,500 If you're a Winter fnmnmmannl\um you can
+ For remaining 4(+) years with your current employer: $2.500 PPl 08 25 s Mewcrmber 30,

Program changes to Incentives will take effect for the 2025 Surmmer Incentives m

pesiod, opening April 2025, In 2025, you can apply to receive an annual payment
{with a degree or credential earned in the past 5 years in an early childhood
education program of study) in the amaunt of 1,000,

(® Read our frequently asked questions

3 You will need to sign in to your account before starting your application.
Once signed in, you will be prompted to answer pre-qualification questions.
After completing these, click “Check Your Eligibility,” and a pre-qualification
message will appear.
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2024 Winter Incentives Pre-Qualification Form

Welcome to Incentives
Georgias progeam that rewards early childhood educators with an annual payment who have recently earned o credential of degres in early childhood education

Pt wach of the 2l 1 ""usﬂﬂwmlmwlwd"?tm

e you a teacher, assistand teacher, flasser, dinecind assistant dinecton, of owner?
Yes P

mmﬂwdmm.ah«manum A child care loarring center licensed by DECAL o the Department of Deferrse: of An exempt Gooegia Head Start center, or & Gecrgia Lotieny funded Pre K
beachor/ JssEtant eachr in 3 pubie school, or & DECAL licensed afterschosl program?

Yes L
e you enmployed a minimum of 15 hours per week (wolunteer work does not qualify)?

es () Mo
e yous besen ermployed with thes same employer for 12 manths?

Yes () Me
e you earmed ong of the fo grees of cradentials in echaration, chikd Srvelopemens, of ekementiry pducation (Pre &S] program of study in the past 5 ynars Mmmn!smm
(C0A) cradartial Technical Comifati o Cradt (TCC). Technical Collige Digloma (TCOL Associates Dogron, Bachakors Digeon, Mastirs Degien. of & MACTE i ity Chabeftuceind
corinfant Toddler only)

Yes () Mo
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4 If you do not pre-qualify, a message will display saying, "It appears you may
not qualify." If you think there may be an error, you can click the "Evaluate
Eligibility Again" button to retry the questions. If you are still unsure why you
did not pre-qualify, feel free to email support@decalscholars.com to discuss
with one of our program team members.

= DECALScH®!

Application Eligibility

Based on the answers you provided, It appears that yoo may MOT qualify for the 2024 Winter Incentives program.

f yous el Bhis i in o, phease cheok the 2024 Windisr Incendines program eigibiity and sequiremen s or iy The Pre Qualification Form once again

M you still need assistance. please contact Care Solutions at (T70) (426722 o toll-froe ot B00-227-3410

——

5 If you are pre-qualified, a "Congratulations" message will appear on your
screen. You can then proceed by selecting "Continue to Application." Please
note that pre-qualification does not guarantee approval—it simply means
you meet the minimum program requirements.

= DECAL G B B Meed Help  (fui)

Application Eligibility

Congratulations! i appeans that you have pre-gualifed for the 2024 Winter Incentives ondine applization,

2024 Winter Incentives Help

Al 2024 Winter incentives applications not completed within soomonths will be defleted. Howeres, your DECAL Scholans username and pas sword will remain acinee for fubure
applications. You may log in o your account as aften s needed 10 compliete your application o for updiases about your eligpbility status. For more detalled information about

A4 Winter Inoentrees and answers 10 many comemon questons, chok here
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6 You are now ready to begin the program application process. Your personal
profile data will be automatically filled in. Complete the remaining fields and
proceed through each screen, making sure to carefully fill out each section
of the application.

el ’_-l\,
(G et B Need Help ()
and Luarmbag

»  Apphcation

Byl

Tra¥ s

Personal Information

Pleaze enter the following information about yoursell, Pre-popul sted information wes collected duging your sccount crestion process, If any of that has changed, you must
contact the DECAL Scholars office at B00-227-3410 o 770-642-6722 10 make changes.

About You
i your name has changed, please subma the relevant updated documents during the Documents step. You may submit any peoof of ientity under "Upload Addional
Documents.”

7 In the Affirmation section, you must type your name exactly as it appears at
the beginning of the Affirmation, matching capitalization and spacing. Use
only one space between your first and last name, with no space at the end.

As you move through the application, a green checkmark will appear in the
progress bar at the top to indicate each completed section.
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In the document upload section, you will see the required program documents
listed on the left side of the screen. Select each document individually from the
dropdown menu and upload it. After uploading the first document, select the
next one and repeat the process. If you need to pause and locate any
documents, you can save the application as a draft and return to it later in the
application history section of your profile. Continue this process until all
documents are uploaded, then click “Continue.”
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Proceed to the Payment Preference section and select either ACH or Check. If
you choose ACH, a pop-up will prompt you to have your banking information
ready. Click “Continue” to enter your banking details. If you have received an
ACH payment from us in the past, verify your information and select “Next.” If
you need to change your account information from what we had previously,
select “Edit” and make the changes. When you are done, select “Next.”

Payment Distribution
Tox TR YOUT prOgram payment:

Flonse canlim the foliowing infarmation and ssloct your pralarad payment medhosd, You
your Tl i W a et

chepasil.

Yo mmury submil a ciflorent madling address than your mgisteced applicant addrss. Ploass
{90t your appiicant dashbaard b change your default addrss.
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On the application summary screen, take a moment to review your
information. If you need to make any changes, click on the pencil icon
located to the right of each section to return and update the relevant details.
When you are ready, submit your application. Please note that most
applications require employer verification; if you see this option at the
bottom of the screen, click on it to proceed.

Congratulations! You should now see the submission confirmation for your
first application in the new DECAL Scholars system. You can check your
application status anytime by signing into your profile and viewing the
application history section. Your most recent application will appear at the
top of the list.



